NAS7.000084

Sului ans ¥

JPL’s Eny "Ivfonbr:neﬁgill C‘;.l:'_eanu‘p Effort Number 1 January 1996

All of us involved in the Superfund Project at the BETWEEN
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) want to express our
sincere thanks to our neighbors in Altadena, La Gﬂun

G o o d Canada-Flintridge and Pasa-

NEGHBORS oo oroereavene NEIGHBORS

understanding over the past

several months. For those of THERE ls
you who had to endure partially blocked streets,
large tanks in your yards, or noisy drill rigs around EUHPEHAT"]N,

the corner, we have some good news — we're fin- THEHE ARE

ished! As of now, all of the scheduled offsite drilling

for Superfund has been completed. S[]U"'I[]NS E

| Those who encountered the drilling operation

probably didn't see very much, because heavy
“sound curtains” were used to help mulffle the drill- oy
ing noise. [n most cases, drilling of an individual ['i':’ ,'
well was completed within five weeks. The only % ey
physical evidence of the wells remaining today is

several small steel “manhole” covers, which will al-

low access to the wells for future ground-water

measurements.
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The cooperation of the people who live in the
neighborhoods surrounding JPL has really helped

to make the drilling phase of the project possible.

Throughout the
Superfund process, J o i n t

the Laboratory has c pER ATI N
tried to foster this nn B

spirit ofcooperation by maintaining open, two- i
way communication with all affected members of
the community. The following paragraphs de-
scribe some of these communication avenues and |
tell you how 1o get involved in the environmental
cleanup process.

Some members of the community were more

alfected by the drilling than others. Of the five
wells that were drilled offsite, one was located in
Oak Grove Park, two on city streets in residential
areas, one in the Windsor Reservoir area owned
by the City of Pasadena, and one in the parking
lot of the Altadena Seventh-Day Adventist
Church. When drilling occurred in residential ar-
eas, letters explaining specific working hours,
completion schedules, and steps taken to mini- |
mize the inconvenience were hand-delivered
throughout the community by National Aeronau- ,
tics and Space Administration {(NASA) and JPL |
staffers. This gave you a chance to meet face-to-

face with some of the Superfund Project people,

and in tmn it offered us an opportunity to di- ;
rectly address questions and
concerns regarding the

drilling program.




Superfund

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP Special thanks go out 10 the clergy and congregation of the Altadena

FACT S HETETS

Seventh-Day Adventist Church. During the initial stages of the offsite
| drilling program, members of the JPL Environmen-
tal Affairs and Public Affairs offices met with
church members to reach an agreement on
drilling a well in the church parking lot.
“< NASA and JPL project managers were on
i, hand to answer questions relating to the
» JPL Superfund activity. In some cases,
9 interested neighbors talked directly with
field crews while drilling was taking place.
Generally a positive experience both for the
field crew and the members of the public, this repre-
sents the kind of cooperation that has helped to make the drilling

program successful.

SUPERFUND INFGRMATION

There are a number of ways to get more infor- AT THIS POINT,

mation about Superfund. Federal Superfund

regulations require public information reposito- WE HAVE
ries, places where the general public has access
to documents relating 1o the Superfund project. INFORMATION

In all of these repositories you will find a num-

ber of planning documents such as the health SHEETS ON
and safety, community relations, and field sam-
pling and analysis plans for each operational l HYDROLOGY
unit of the project. In addition, these reposito-
ries include the results of current sampling as ' GROUND WATER
these reports become available.

Since much of the information in the reposi-
tories is technical, the Laboratory has developed l WATER WELLS
a series of Environmental Cleanup information
sheets to help you understand some of the is- [ SOIL
sues related to Superfund. At this point,
information sheets are available on the follow- HAZARDOUS
ing subjects: Hydrology, Ground Water, Water CHEMICALS

Wells, Soil, and Hazardous Chemicals. For cop-
ies of any of these information sheets, contact
the JPL Public Services Office; we will send

them to you free of charge.




Superfund

SOLuTIONS

l WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

ALJPL, the Superfund project is currently in the remedial investigation/
feasibility study stage, designed to find out where the contamination is
coming from, what the extent of the contamination problem is, and de-

termining the best options for dealing with the problem.

Now that the drilling of all off-site ground water-monitoring wells has
been completed, the only remaining field work is to sample the ground
water on a regular basis. This operation should take less than a day at
each well, usually involving no more than a “pickup” truck mounted
with some specialized sampling gear and a small electric generator. The
purpose. of this sampling is to help us understand how ground water is
moving, "’%héf chémicals are involved, and in what quantities (i any)

these chemicals.are presen[

Asour understandmg of soﬁ and ground water contamination in and
around JPL improves; we will begm to conduct a Risk Assessment. This
part of the project takes the information obtained through the remedial
investigation and then evaluates exactly what risk.is posed to humans
and the environment: Once completed and approved by the recrulatory
agencies, the results of this Risk-Assessment will be available in the

repositories.

Completion of the remedial investigation and feasibility study will mark
an important milestone in the Superfund process Alter the Environ-

mental Protection Agency and other Government agencies have re- ‘,.’3;

mewed the report, there will be a 30-day period for open public

comment on any proposed remediation plan. JPL wﬁl atempt to nonfy

all parties interested in the Laboratory's Superfund process

Local public meetings will be held with the communit_y,: also during the

public cormment period. The purpose of these meetings is to solicit for-

mal public comment and testimony belore: adopung a specxflc plan for -
cleanup. These meetings are an extremely xmportan[ part of the
Superfund:process. Public.meetings will be armounced in.local newspa-
pers and by direct mailing to local residents. To receive natice of these
meetings, please.contact the JPL Public Semces Offlce and asked to be . "

‘placed on the Superfund maxlmg list.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

A.s the cleanup effort progresses, JPL will keep neighbors informed of
developments and solicit community feedback. Copies of documents re-

lated to the cleanup will be maintained and updated at these local public.

information repositories:

Altadena Public Library
600 E. Mariposa St.
Altadena

La Canada-Flintridge
Public Library

4545 W. Oakwood Ave.
La Canada—Flintridge

Pasadena Central Library
280 E. Walnut Drive
Pasadena

For information on the environ-
mental cleanup effort at JPL, and
for ideas on how you can become
involved, please contact:

Public Services Office

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 186-113
4800 Oak Grove Drive

Pasadena, California 91109-8099
Tel: (818) 354-0112

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Catifornia Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California

0-12876-1 1/96




